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Canine Behavior Video


Please watch the “Canine Body Postures” video made by ACT and the Humane Society.  It is a digital file that is available to watch on the shared files. 

The following pages are re-written copies of a workbook provided with this video.  Watch the video and take notes as you go along.  This is an outstanding video and you may want to watch it more than once.  Learning this information can save you or a coworker a great deal of pain.


We will want you to show us your notes on the video, but you will be able to keep your notes in the end.


Once you are done with the worksheets, answer the review questions and behavior scenario questions.  Turn your completed questions in to your mentor or the Training Supervisor.  
Canine Behavior: Body Postures

This is a re-written copy of workbook pages that go with the video.  Please take notes with these pages as you go along.  We will want to see your notes, but you should keep them for your files. 

How Dogs Communicate

1. Vocalizations

2. Body Postures

3. Direct Contact

4. Scents or Smells

What to Observe

1. Ear Positions

2. Tail Positions

3. Gaze

4. Stance or Positioning

5. Mouth Position/Baring Teeth

6. Vocalizations

7. Displacement Behaviors

8. Yawning

9. Lip Licking

10. Grooming

11. Redirected Aggression

Summary of What to Observe

1. Pay attention to all parts of the dog’s body

2. Watch for subtle or sudden changes in the dog’s behavior

3. Be aware of what is going on the surrounding environment

4. Notice the context in which the behavior occurs

Observations vs Interpretations


Differences between observing and interpreting:

Threatening Gestures

1. Direct eye contact

2. Facing the dog

3. Leaning over the dog

4. Reaching for the dog

Body Postures to Observe

1. Ears

a. Pricked ears

b. Floppy ears

c. Cropped ears

2. Eyes and Gaze

a. Direction of gaze

b. Pupils

c. How open are the eyes

3. Mouth

a. Panting

b. Yawning

c. Baring of teeth

d. Submissive grin

e. Lip licking

f. “Happy Face”

4. Tail

a. Carried low or high?

b. How does it change over the course of your observations?

c. Is the hair fluffed up?

d. Is the tail stationary or wagging?

e. If the tail is wagging, is it wagging quickly or slowly?

f. How does the rest of the dog look?

5. Overall Body Carriage

a. Relaxed or at ease

b. Alert

c. Crouched or cowering

d. Play bow

Interpretations of Behavior

1. Agonistic behaviors

a. Escape behaviors

b. Submissive or appeasement behaviors

c. Threats either offensive or defensive

d. Aggression, either offensive or defensive

Threatening Behavior

1. Offensive threat

2. Defensive threat

Aggression

1. Offensive aggression

2. Defensive aggression

3. Mixed motivation

Types of Aggression

1. Territorial

2. Fear

3. Possessive

4. Protective

5. Maternal

6. Dominance

7. Predatory

Other Important Social Behaviors

1. Greetings among dogs

2. Greetings between dogs and people

3. Friendly and playful behavior

4. Displacement behaviors

Review Questions and Behavior Scenarios

When you are done, please turn these review questions and scenarios in to your mentor or the Training Supervisor.  

1. List four ways in which dogs communicate.

2. What is displacement behavior?

3. Provide an example of a breed that possesses pricked ears, one that possess floppy 

ears, and one that has cropped ears.  

4. What are some features to look for when evaluating a dog’s eyes or gaze?

5. What does the submissive grin resemble?

6. What are some things that you should notice when observing a dog’s tail position?

7. What is agonistic behavior?

8. Define submissive behavior and provide two examples.

9. What body postures would you expect from a defensively threatening dog?

10. List three types of aggression and describe each in a few sentences.

11. What behaviors might you expect when two unfamiliar dogs approach and greet 

each other?

12. Cite some differences that are easily noticeable between play behavior and agonistic behavior.  

Behavior Scenarios

1. While you are in the exam room talking to a client, you notice the dog who is sitting on the floor is yawning frequently and looking around the room furtively.  Now it is time for you to take this dog’s temperature.  How might you approach this dog?

2. You are standing at the front desk near the double doors talking to an owner whose young Labrador Retriever keeps trying to jump up on you and lick you.  The dog is wagging its tail and has its lips pulled back in a smile.

a. Should you be worried that this dog might hurt you?

b. You notice another client coming towards the doors from outside.  They have an active dog on a very loose leash.  This dog is also “smiling” and wagging its tail, showing exuberance towards entering the building.  Should you be concerned about these two dogs meeting?

3. You are asked to go get Sweetie Pie from her cage.  When you arrive you notice she is towards the back of the cage, almost hugging the walls.  Her ears are flat against her head and she is avoiding eye contact with you.  As you touch the cage door, she almost rolls over on her back?

a. Would you interpret this behavior as territorial, fearful, possessive or protective?

b. How might you safely approach this dog to remove it from the cage?
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